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The regulatory process 
will ensure safer public 

networks, as some 
equipment may not 

meet emission safety 
standards, and may 

not be compatible with 
Bahrain’s telecoms net-
works, which may harm 
existing telecommuni-
cations, said Technical 
& Operations Director, 
Mohammed Al Noaimi 

268,898 telecom 
devices imported 
in first quarter
• Imported equipment 
include cell phones, 
smart phones, fax 
machines, printers, 
scanners and tablets 

• In 2017 the 
telecom authority 
processed more than 
1.5 million units

• The telecom 
authority processes 
requests for approval 
of the equipment in 
less than two days 
as per an electronic 
approval system, 
adopted in early 2016

Manama 

Bahrain imported more 
than a quarter of a mil-
lion telecommunication 

devices in the first quarter of 
2018, the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority (TRA) said 
yesterday. TRA said that the total 
number of imported units in the 
first three months of the year 
reached 268,898 units. 

In 2017, the TRA had pro-
cessed more than 1.5 million 
units.  The TRA report said that 
the authority processes requests 
for approval of the equipment 
in less than two days as per an 
electronic approval system, 
adopted in early 2016. 

The imported units are part 
of or connected to the public 
telecommunications network. 

The regulatory process will 
ensure “safer public networks, 
as some equipment may not 

meet emission safety standards, 
and may not be compatible with 
Bahrain’s telecoms networks, 
which may harm existing tel-
ecommunications, said TRA’s 
Technical & Operations Direc-
tor, Mohammed Al Noaimi. In 
2017, the volume of import-
ed terminal equipment (cell 

phones, smartphones, fax ma-
chines, printers, scanners, tab-
lets) reached 1,286,476 units (85 
per cent).  Passive Equipment 
(wires, fibre optics) reached 
87,021 units (6 per cent).  The 
number of phone spare parts 
imported amounted to 139,257 
units (9 per cent).

Mohamed Alnoaimi - Director of 
Technical & Operations

Arig posts $0.5 million net profit in 2018 first quarter 
• Reinsurance portfolio 
jumped 42.9pc to $8.0m 

Manama

Arig, one of the largest Ar-
ab-owned reinsurance pro-

viders in the Middle East and 

Africa, has reported a net profit 
of $0.5 million for the first quar-
ter of 2018, unchanged from the 
year ago quarter. 

Commenting on the results, 
Yassir Albaharna, CEO of Arig, 
said: “Despite the challenging 
industry climate, the company 
remained in positive territory.” 

The company’s technical re-
sult stood at $0.7m, a decline of 

58.8pc from $1.7m reported in 
the year earlier quarter. 

Traditional reinsurance port-
folio jumped 42.9 per cent to 
$8.0 million, as Arig’s Lloyd’s 
accounts generated a technical 
loss of $7.3m, an increase in loss 
by 87.0 per cent hurt by deteri-
oration in recent US hurricane 
losses. 

Consolidated investment in-

come amounted to $5.1m, com-
pared to $6.3m reported a year 
ago, which is a reduction of 19 
per cent.

The group’s gross premiums 
during the quarter amounted to 
$169.1m (Q1 2017: US$172.8m), a 
decrease of 2.1pc from the same 
period in previous year. 

Downward premium adjust-
ments of $20.8m in the Lloyd’s 

portfolio were offset by an in-
crease of $ 17.2 million in the tra-
ditional reinsurance portfolio. 

Looking ahead, Yassir Albaha-
rna, CEO of Arig said, “Although, 
we have seen minor improve-
ments in our traditional reinsur-
ance business, our ultimate aim 
remains the achievement of an 
overall increased profitability 
across all the lines of business”.Yassir Albaharna

Admission open for 
RUW courses 
Manama 

The Royal University for 
Women (RUW) has invited 

application for admission to 
the university for High School 
graduates for the academic 
year 2018/2019. 

To apply log on to university 
website. (http://www.ruw.edu.
bh/apply_now)

Director of Admission and 
Registration at the Royal Uni-
versity for Women, Sami Mo-
hammed, said applicants must 
attach copies of required docu-

ments which will be reviewed 
by the Admissions and Regis-
tration Department.

RUW is currently offering 
nine academic programmes for 
the bachelor’s degree: Banking 
and Finance, Human Resourc-
es, International Business, 
Marketing, Graphic Design, 
Interior Design, Architectural 
Design, Fashion Design and 
Law. 

The University also offers 
master’s programmes in paint-
ing, colouring and design man-
agement.

KFH-Bahrain launches 
digital platform ‘Jazeel’
Manama 

Kuwait Finance House–
B a h r a i n  ( K F H ) h a s 

launched ‘Jazeel’, a digital ac-
count opening and commu-
nity based platform.  Jazeel, 
according to KFH, will allow 
customers across the King-
dom, and eventually in the 
GCC, to open Mudaraba-based 
savings account, Libshara ac-
count, transactional features 
and many other services.  With 
Jazeel, the bank introduces 

a fully digitized E-KYC (elec-
tronic Know-Your-Customer) 
process where in all customer 
information validation will be 
done online via video confer-
encing through the applica-
tion.  The platform provides 
a number of specialized cus-
tom-made features including 
forensic documents analysis, 
digital documents scanning 
including signature, facial rec-
ognition, selfie checks, cre-
ate digital identity and many 
more. 


